
 
 
 

 

 
 

St. Valentine’s Day  

Love 

In the month of February we think of the 

Celebrated Holiday of St. Valentine’s Day.  

What a great holiday and it turns our attention to 

the subject of love.   I believe that one of the best 

Bible verses on love comes from John 3:16:  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

Luther called John 3:16 “the heart of the 

Bible—the Gospel in miniature.” It’s so simple a 

child can understand it; yet it condenses the deep 

and marvelous truths of redemption into these 

few powerful words: 

“God”… 
    …The greatest Lover 

“So loved” 
    …The greatest degree 

“The world” 
   …The greatest number 

“That He gave” 
         …The greatest act  

“His only begotten Son… 
                     …The greatest Gift 

 “That whosoever”…  
           …The greatest invitation 

 “Believeth”… 
          …The greatest simplicity 

 “In Him”… 
    …The greatest Person 

“Should not perish”… 
       …The greatest deliverance 

 “But”… 
         …The greatest difference 

 “Have”… 
 …The greatest certainty 

 “Everlasting Life”… 
        …The greatest possession. 

     - Martin Luther 

These few powerful words are the 

simplest definition of love. 

The Holy Bible continues to shine it’s 

holy light on the subject of love in I John 4:10:  

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins.” 
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Indeed, it is not our imperfect love to 

Him that comforts us, but His perfect love to us.  

 
   

In response to the Love of God The Holy 

Bible further defines this subject in our Love for 

God.  

1 John 5:3  says “This is love for God: to 

obey his commands.” And 2 John 6 teaches us:   

“And this is love: that we walk in obedience to 

his commands. As you have heard from the 

beginning, his command is that you walk in 

love.“  

May God bless you as your grow in both 

of these definitions of love.  

                                                     Pastor Love 
For further study on the Subject of love look up these 

Bible Verses: Romans 8:30-39; Romans 12:9ff;  1 

Corinthians 13 

 

 
LCMS Stewardship 

Table of Duties: The Forgotten Stewardship Tool 
Luther’s Small Catechism is a magnificent tool. Joined with a well-used copy of the Holy Scriptures and an orthodox hymnal, 

and the Christian is well equipped to live a life of faithfulness to 
the Lord and service to the neighbor. First in German and now 
in English and just about any language known to man, this 
handy masterpiece has introduced generations of people to the 
central doctrine of justification by grace, through faith, on 
account of Jesus Christ. The Six Chief Parts have proven to be 
a faithful framework for a clear confession of the truth of the 
Gospel for nearly five hundred years! 

But more than a textbook, the Small Catechism also 
serves well as a handbook for Christian living. As a part of its 
treasure, there is an element that teaches an extraordinarily 
strong message of stewardship. That hidden treasure that 
needs to be rediscovered is called the Table of Duties.  

The Table of Duties is really nothing more than a 
categorized gathering of Bible verses. These verses are set apart for “various holy orders and positions, admonishing them about their 
duties and responsibilities.” Addressing pastors and people, government and citizens, husbands, wives, children, youth, workers and so 
many more, it very clearly lays out what faithful stewardship looks like. Even better, these assembled passages teach one important 
truth: we are stewards of one another!  

The Table is much more than a “how-to” tool; it also lays out the interconnectedness that exists within the body of Christ. Pastors 
are described by what they are to be as stewards of the Word. 1 Timothy 3 highlights the characteristics of a faithful pastor. Even more, 
Titus 1 highlights the need for the pastor to be faithful for the sake of those under his care.  

Those who hear the faithful preaching of the pastor are stewards of the pastor as well. 1 Corinthians 9 talks about the need for 
the people to support the livelihood of the pastor. Galatians 6 talks about how the hearers share in the good things that the pastor teaches. 
1 Timothy 6 talks about the honor that is owed to the pastor, not because of WHO he is, but rather WHAT he is teaching! Hebrews 13 
shows the impact of this stewardship on the pastor, that they perform their duties with joy. Joyful pastors and people are always going to 
be better stewards of the Gospel! 

Outside the church this interdependent stewardship is on display as well. Romans 13 highlights the respect necessary for the 
governing authorities. As citizens, the faithful steward is called to pay taxes (Matthew 22), pray for their leaders (1 Timothy 2) and that 
they should be ready to serve in the civil realm (Titus 3), because they are in these positions by God’s direction (1 Peter 2). 

These steward duties are in the home too! 1 Peter 3 and Colossians 3 shape the husband steward. Ephesians 5 and 1 Peter 3 
shape the wife steward. Ephesians 6 form parental stewards and child stewards.  

The Table of Duties is a wonderful place for the 
individual steward to learn how much our stewardship is 
more than just a “me and Jesus thing!” In fact, it ends with 
these words: “Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the 
household well share fare.” This is interdependent 
stewardship on clear display. As each learns stewardship in 
this way, the more faithful we will be as a family, 
congregations, communities and the church at large. 



Ash Wednesday, February 18-19 

The Good News of a God Who Hears and Answers Cries  

Exodus 2:23–25  
 

Lenten Midweek 2, February 25-26 

The Good News of a God Who Reveals Himself to Us, Exodus 3:1–15  
 

Lenten Midweek 3, March 4-5 

The Good News of a God Who Sends a Deliverer, Exodus 4:1–20  
 

Lenten Midweek 4, March 11-12 

The Good News of a God Who Passes over Us in Mercy, Exodus 12:1–14  

 

Lenten Midweek 5, March 18-19 

The Good News of a God Who Makes a Way for Us, Exodus 14:5–31  
 
 

 
 

 

 

Lenten Midweek 6, March 25-26 
The Good News of a God Who Sustains on Our Journey, Exodus 16:1–18 

2026 Lenten Midweek Series 

Set Free:  

The Gospel in Exodus— 
 





 
 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
15425 South County Road K          Merrill, WI 54452 

Church e-mail: faithmerrillwi@gmail.com                   Church website: faithlutheranmerrill.com 
Pastor Donald Love   Pastor’s Office Hours  Church Office Hours  
Office Phone 715-536-5443  Mon. and Tues: Home  Tues. and Thurs. 9 a.m.-12 noon 
Home Phone 715-722-0540  Wednesday: Faith   Mon., Wed., and Fri. varies 
Cell Phone 715-350-3871  Thursday: St. John’s   Emergency Contacts 

Terry Seidler 715-536-9742 
(home) 715-203-5736 (cell) 

 
 
 
 

 February  2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School 
10:15 a.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 
11:15 a.m. Bible Study 
11:15 a.m. 
Stewardship and 
Evangelism 
4:30 p.m. ISI John 
Sturm’s home 

2  
6:30 p.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 

3  

1:00 p.m. Women of 
Faith 
6:30 p.m. Dual Parish 
Meeting at Faith 
 
 

4  

5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class at 
Faith 
 

5  

10:30 a.m. Community 
Bible Study at St. 
John’s 
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  

9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School 
10:15 a.m. Worship  
11:15 a.m. Bible Study 
12:30 p.m. Inspired 
Singles at Pine Ridge 
Restaurant 
10:30 a.m. Youth 
Retreat at Camp 
Forest Springs 
beginning at Trinity-
Merrill 

9  

6:30 p.m. Worship  
7:30 p.m. Council 
Meeting 

10  
 

11  

10 a.m. AbleLight 
5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class at 
Faith 
 

12  
10:30 a.m. Community 
Bible Study at St. 
John’s 
 

13  
 

14  
 

15 Missionary & 

Bring a Friend 
Sunday 
9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School 
10:15 a.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 
11:15 a.m. Bible Study 

16  
NO MONDAY 
WORSHIP 

17  
 

18 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class at 
Faith 
6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 
at St. John’s 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion at St. 
John’s 

19 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
10:30 a.m. Community 
Bible Study at St. 
John’s 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion at Faith 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion at Faith 

20  
 

21  
 

22  

9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School 
10:15 a.m. Worship  
11:15 a.m. Bible Study 
\ 

23  

NO MONDAY 
WORSHIP  

24  
 

25 LENT 

10 a.m. AbleLight 
5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class at 
Faith 
6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 
at St. John’s 
6:30 p.m. Worship at 
St. John’s 
 

26 LENT 

10:30 a.m. Community 
Bible Study at St. 
John’s 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
at Faith 
5:30 p.m. Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30 p.m. Worship at 
Faith  
 

27  
 

28  

DEADLINE Spring 
Hanging Basket Sale 
at St. John’s 
 

ALTAR GUILD FEBRUARY SCHEDULE 
February 1 - 9    Phyllis Buch & Deb Stogbauer 
February 10 - 23        Gene and Karen Pagel 

February 24 – March 9    Chris Pfaff & Phyllis Beilke 
 

mailto:faithmerrillwi@gmail.com
https://faithlutheranmerrill.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAITH BIRTHDAYS 
February 2  Marilyn Luedtke 
   Julaine Myska 
   Bruce Pfingsten 
February 3  Jamie Pieper 
February 5  Gene Pagel 
February 8  Zachariah Zunker 
   Kyle Young 
February 10 Doris Dahlke 
February 16 Steven Pfaff 
February 19 Daniel Zulliger 
February 20 Lillie McCulloch 
February 22 Todd Pester 
February 23 Tyler Pfaff 
February 24 Caila Wilke 
February 25 Dale Christiansen 
February 26 Darby Bonnell 
February 27 Abigail July 
February 29 Rodney Dahlke 
 

ST. JOHN’S BIRTHDAYS 
February 6   Don Gille 
February 10  Joy Free 
February 16  Dave Hinz 
February 18  Steve Free 
February 21  Lydia Faber 
February 22  Julia Hoffman 
 

 
ST. JOHN’S ANNIVERSARIES 
February 6  
Terry and Amy Wood    27 years 
February 20  
Mark & Dawn Czech     38 years 
 
FAITH ANNIVERSARIES 
February 7 
Craig and Debra Teske 45 years 
February 22 
Gary and Beverly Baumann 46 years 
February 28 
Robert and Yvonne Duwe 45 years 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE GIFTS 
Thank you, Sharon Kleinschmidt and Mark Porath 

for your recent gifts through the Thrivent Choice 
Program. We appreciate your donations to Faith to 

further the church’s mission and serving others. 
 

Tuesday,  
February 3 
6:30 p.m. 

at Faith Lutheran 
Church 

Missionary Sunday 
Sunday,  February 15 
Worship at St. John’s at 8:30 a.m. 

Worship at Faith at 10:15 a.m.  
 
Special Guest Speaker 
Rev. Cory J. Rajek 
Former member of Faith 
Currently Executive Director 
LCMS Office of International Mission 

 

Also Bring a Frend Sunday 



February 2026 Elder, Usher, Greeter, Scrip Schedulec         

 
*Sunday, February 1  10:15 a.m.  *Monday, February 2  6:30 p.m. 
Elders        Joe Heisinger, Jeff Laabs   Elders        Lee Pfaff, Rodney Dahlke 
Ushers      Amanda Heisinger, Carol Hein  Ushers       Ed Stiver 
Greeter     Amanda Heisinger    Greeter      Ed Stiver 
Scrip       Cindy Krenz     Scrip        Debbie Stogbauer  
Audio       Bonnie Grueneberg    Audio         Cindy Bratz 
 
Sunday, February  8  10:15 a.m.  Monday, February 9  6:30 p.m. 
Elders       Mark Porath, Mike Beilke   Elders        Kyle Young, Jason Westfall 
Ushers     Leroy Laabs, Beth Bartelt   Ushers       Chris Stogbauer 
Greeter    Leroy Laabs     Greeter      Chris Stogbauer 
 Scrip       Becky Rajek      Scrip        Cindy Braatz 
Audio       Evan Roubal     Audio         Rodney Dahlke 
 
Sunday, February 15  10:15 a.m..  *Thursday, February 19 11:00 a.m. 
Elders     Joe Heisinger, Jeff Laabs   Elders        Lee Pfaff, Rodney Dahlke 
Ushers    Amanda Heisinger, Bernice Porath  Ushers       Leroy Laabs, Beth Bartelt 
Greeter   Amanda Heisinger    Greeter      Beth Bartelt 
Scrip     Bernice Porath     Scrip        Cindy Krenz 
Audio     Bonnie Grueneberg    Audio         Cindy Braatz 
 

*Thursday, February 19  6:30 p.m. 
Elders       Mark Porath, Mike Beilke 
Usher        Ed Stiver, Chris Stogbauer  
Greeter     Chris Stogbauer  
Scrip         Debbie Stogbauer 
Audio       Bonnie Grueneberg 

     
Sunday, February 22  10:15 a.m.  Thursday, February 26  11:00 a.m. 
Elders      Kyle Young, Joe Heisinger   Elders        Rodney Dahlke, Keith Wendt 
Ushers    Brian and Lynn Klug    Ushers       Beth Bartelt 
Greeter   Brian Klug                Greeter      Leroy Laabs 
Scrip       Lynn Klug       Scrip         Cindy Krenz 
Audio     Bonnie Grueneberg    Audio         Cindy Braatz 
 

Thursday, February 26  6:30 p.m. 
Elders        Joe Heisinger, Jason Westfall 
Usher         Amanda Heisinger 
Greeter      Amanda Heisinger   
Scrip          Debbie Stogbauer 
Audio         Bonnie Grueneberg       
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving the Lord with Gladness                                                                                     

HOLY COMMUNION 
Sunday, February 1   10:15 a.m.  
Monday, February 2       6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 19  11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, February 19     6:30 p.m. 
 

ELDERS 
Rodney Dahlke, chairman       

Mike Beilke, secretary 
Joe Heisinger, Jeff Laabs, Lee Pfaff, 

Mark Porath, Jason Westfall,  
Keith Wendt, Kyle Young 



St. John’s Lutheran Church 
134058 County Road L          Athens, WI 54411                   715-536-1810                          

 
Pastor Donald Love  Pastor’s Office Hours Elders            Elder of the Month 

Office Phone 715-536-5443 Mon. & Tues. Home Mike Schultz 715-539-0995       Mark Czech 715-409-9174   
Home Phone 715-722-0540 Wednesday Faith Bob Burish 715-573-7078      Setting the Lord’s Table 

Cell Phone 1-715-350-3871 Thursday St. John’s Don Gille 715-573-8197          Marlene Koppa 

   Friday Off (Family Day) Jeremy Fromm 715-574-2003 
 

 February  2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

8:30 a.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 
Sunday School 
during sermon 
4:30 p.m. ISI John 
Sturm’s home 

2  
 

3  

6:30 p.m. Dual 
Parish Meeting at 
Faith 
 

4  
5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 
at Faith 
 

5  

10:30 a.m. 
Community Bible 
Study at St. John’s 
6:00 p.m. Mary 
Martha Guild 
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
8:30 a.m. Worship  
Sunday School 
during sermon 
12:30 p.m. Inspired 
Singles at Pine 
Ridge Restaurant 
 
10:30 a.m. Youth 
Retreat at Camp 
Forest Springs 
beginning at Trinity-
Merrill 
 

9  
 

10  

6:00 p.m. Church 
Council 
7:15 p.m. Elder’s 
Meeting 
 

11  
5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 
at Faith 
 

12  
10:30 a.m. 
Community Bible 
Study at St. John’s 
 

13  
 

14  
 

15 Missionary & 

Bring a Friend 
Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 
Sunday School 
during sermon 
 

16  
 

17  
 

18 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 
at Faith 
6:00 p.m. Lenten 
Meal at St. John’s 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion at St. 
John’s 
 
 

19 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
10:30 a.m. 
Community Bible 
Study at St. John’s 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship with Holy 
Communion at 
Faith 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion at 
Faith 
 
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
8:30 a.m. Worship  
Sunday School 
during sermon 
 

23  
 

24  
 

25 LENT 

5:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 
at Faith 
6:00 p.m. Lenten 
Meal at St. John’s 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
at St. John’s 
 
 

26 LENT 

10:30 a.m. 
Community Bible 
Study at St. John’s 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship at Faith 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
at Faith 
 
 

27  
 

28  
DEADLINE Spring 
Hanging Basket 
Sale St. John’s 



 
 

Memory 
Verse 
Challenge 

Week of February 1, 2026 
2 Timothy 2:13.  If we are faithless, He remains faithful — for He cannot deny Himself. 
Week of February 8, 2026 
James 4:17  So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 
Week of February 15, 2026 
1 John 1:8  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
Week of February 22, 2026 
Romans 5:8  God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

ORDER FORM on back 

side of this page 





FUTURE CIRCUIT YOUTH EVENTS BEING PLANNED 
Roller Skating: Tentative date of Friday, March 27 

Christian Music Skate Night from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. at Melody Gardens in Marshfield. 
Cost approx. $15.00 per person. 

 

 

 

Possible events: Square Dancing; Thrivent sponsored evening at Sylvan Hills 
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