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Whene Did The Summer Go?
Pracise God for the Summen & Wore

It is August already! How many times have we heard someone say: “Where did thes go?”. Or
how many times have you thought it or said that phrase yourself. Our entire life is like summer. We
think we have time but it goes by so fast.

Moses sings and prays in Psalm 90:12: “So teach us to number our days that we may get a
heart of wisdom.” Here God is constantly calling out to us to realize that our life goes by fast. Then we
must face what comes next.

Scripture describes this life compared to what comes next as a single breath. Psalm 39:4-5: “O
Lord, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting | am!
Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and
my lifetime is as nothing before you. Surely all mankind
stands as a mere breath!” (See also Job 7:7).

Make the most of your moments right now and turn
away from everything that would cause you to lose what
actually does last a very long time - that is Eternal Life with
God in Jesus Christ.

Make the most of your moments with those around
you. Forgive, as you need forgiveness. Show a lot
patience, as you need to be shown a lot patience. Show
respect, as you need to be shown respect. Spend time now
in your relationships and tell them that you love them.
Communicate your concerns to them in an honorable way,
as you need to hear honorable correction in your life.
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Encourage people around you right now. Make time for them. Do not =0
put it off. For life is like the fleeting summer, and share with them the ZOWWW“’
true love and faith in Jesus Christ. blessed

It is Jesus Christ and all that He lived, loved, and endured for us Swmmerr! /W
that brings the beautiful gentle breeze of the Gospel of the forgiveness his ),WWM/L/M 0/
of sins. For the repentant believer the forgiveness of sins that gives =
newness of life is like beautiful summer time in our souls. Yet it is even
more because it is not fleeting or so quickly to pass. It leads to Eternal
Life.

Again, no matter what, remember that the God Who made the
wonders in the summer season has also given you the gift of Eternal
Life in Christ Jesus. Heaven is better than any of the best summer
vacations you have ever had. Heaven is better than all the good
summers you have had combined. Because it will not end.

As Moses sang and prayed in Psalm 90:12: “So teach us to
number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.” May this be true
for you and me. In Jesus High, Holy, and totally forgiving name. Amen!

Pactor Love -

LCMS Stewardship Ministry

Define Your Life by How You Give

Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give.” According to Churchill, our lives are defined not by what we have gotten, but by what
we give away.

Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. He became man for
us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those with many and various diseases. He died the
death that we deserved for our sins. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death and hell.
And so it is that by giving completely of Himself, He got for Himself us, making us citizens of His eternal
kingdom by grace.

As it was for Jesus, so it also is for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting.
For, giving softens our hearts and frees us from the grip which the worries of this world and making a
living have on us. When we are singularly focused on making a living, we are singularly focused on
what we get. That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives — our
relationships with friends and family, with neighbors and coworkers and
SNO with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking the question, “How can | be a

=\'Nda friend, family member, neighbor and servant to others?” to asking the
~ Hhe question, “What have they done for me lately?” We become more selfish
I | — instead of selfless.
But when we give, we do not have less, nor do we become less;
— rather, we have more and become more. When we give, we join in the bond
,- TR of friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love
o U : for them. And love is the fulfilment of the Law. It is the nature of God
Oouniy 1o Himself, for God is Love. Thus, we are participating in the Divine Nature.
marp As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).




Come join us for a fun day
out with the Circuit Youth
CIRCULT B  Gouwsaiooedss
SummER 12 are welcome.
[ ]

All youth should be at Trinity
Lutheran School parking lot
— SURGE |
_— - behind the school at 1 p.m.
s Transportation  will  be

provided.

There will be jumping and
) minigolf at Sawmill
SawMill Adventure Park Adventure Park from 2 to 4
Trampoline Park & Minigolf pm.  Then griling our

e : dinner at a local park. And
Picnic Grill Out on to the Woodchucks

Wausau Woodchucks Game game at 6:35 p.m.

Time: 1lpm- meet behind Trinity School Invite your friends!

Price: $30 for the whole day! For more information and to
register, contact your youth
- leader or DCE Steph Chapa

Limited Space so SIGN UP TODAY!  at dce@trinitymerrill,com

Anyone interested in
volunteering or chaperoning
for the event, should also
contact DCE Steph Chapa

~ UPCOMING DATES

Sunday, August 9
DUAL PARISH OUTDOOR
WORSHIP
at St. John’s 10 a.m.
Potluck luncheon following worship.
Bring a dish to pass..

Tuesday, August 11
DUAL PARISH MEETING
at St. John’s 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 27
POLKA SERVICE
at Faith 10:00 a.m



Happ?' Birthday and
niversary to...

3¢ #

e

ST. JOHN’S BIRTHDAYS August 4 Jean Wayda
August 14 Noreen Schulz Walter Leuenberger
Misty Vogel August 5 Jace Olson
August 15 Lynne Harder August 8 Lucas Kleinschmidt
August 12 Lucas Young-Schade
August 13 Harold Woller
FAITH BIRTHDAYS August 15 Kendel Semling
August 1 Christine Pfaff Todd Zunker
August 2 Brenda Baratka August 16 Marci Borchardt
Sharon Jaeger August 17 Thomas Porath
Ronald Schult Amanda Heisinger
August 3 Cindy Krenz August 18 Michaela Sturm
Hazley Bonnell August 20 Karen Rajek

LIVE MUSIC

SATU R DAY Normal Park
AUGUST 8T H 500NCenterAve
6:00-8:00 PM Merrill, W1 54452

Sponsored by:

Trinity Lutheran Church Aspirus Merrill Hospital

Volunteers will be selling:
hamburgers, brats,

hot dogs, chips,

water, bakery

Bring your lawn chairs

Rain Location:
Trinity Lutheran Church

Living River’s mission is to share the love of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, through music, with all we can reach, and to proclaim
His gifts of salvation and eternal life.

August 21 Nicole Wilke
August 24 Randy Baguhn
Cheryl Dahlke
August 25 Phyllis Zocher
August 29 Kyle Zulliger
August 30 Natalie Klug

ST. JOHN’S WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
August 26
Steve &
31 years

Nancee @ Emmerich.

FAITH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
August 2 Donald and Kathy Schult

56 years

August 7 William and Jean Wayda
44 years

August 14 Josh and Sarah Klug
5 years

August 22 Mark and Melissa Porath
39 years

August 25 Bob and Bernice Porath
64 years

August 26 Todd and Cherie Zunker
31 years
August 28 Gerhard and Sally
Hannemann 61 years
Terry and Linda Seidler 44 years
John and Carol Wegner 55 years

August 30  Travis and Natalie Klug

12 years



15425 South County Road K
Church e-mail: faithmerrillwi@gmail.com

Faith Lutheran Church

Merrill, WI 54452
Church website: faithlutheranmerrill.com

Pastor Donald Love

Office Phone 715-536-5443

Home Phone 7

15-722-0540

Cell Phone 715-350-3871

Pastor’s Office Hours

Church Office Hours

Mon. and Tues: Home
Wednesday: Faith
Thursday: St. John'’s

Tues. and Thurs. 9 a.m.-12 noon
Mon., Wed., and Fri. varies
Emergency Contacts

ALTAR GUILD AUGUST SCHEDULE
August 1-10 Chris Pfaff & Phyllis Beilke
August 11-24  Keith and Pat Wendt
August 25 — September 7 Susan Pankow & Karen Olson

Terry Seidler 715-536-9742 (home)
715-203-5736 (cell)

August 2026
m-m_—-m-—-m-ﬂ-
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
10:15 a.m Worship (6:30 p.m. Worship 6:00 p.m. Women of 6:00 p.m. Living
with Holy with Holy Faith Pizza on the River Quartet,
Communion Communion Patio Concert at Normal
11:15 a.m. Bible 7:00 p.m. Inspired Park, Merrill
Study Singles Band

Concert
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10:00 a.m. 6:30 p.m. Worship 6:30 p.m. DUAL 10:00 a.m. Ablelight
DUAL PARISH 7:30 p,m. Church  [PARISH
OUTDOOR Council CONGREGSTION
WORSHIP at St. MEETING at St.
John’s John’s
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10:15 a.m Worship 6:30 p.m. Worship
with Holy with Holy
Communion Communion
11:15 a.m. Bible
Study
12:15 p.m.
Stewardship and
Evangelism Meeting
23 BACKTO 24 25 26 27 28 29
SCHOOL 6:30 p.m. Worship 10:00 a.m. Ablelight
10:15 a.m Worship
11:15 a.m. Bible
Study
12:15 p.m. Picnic at
Faith

30 FIFTH
SUNDAY
GOODWIILL
OFFERING

10:15 a.m Worship
11:15 a.m. Bible
Study

31
6:30 p.m. Worship

Hope in the Park featuring music by Jeremy Camp

Sunday, August 30 at Marathon Park, Wausau
No admission fee. Watch for details



mailto:faithmerrillwi@gmail.com
https://faithlutheranmerrill.com/

The Faith Evangelism
and Stewardship
Committee will be
collecting school
supplies, back packs and
personal care products
that are used at schools
through Sunday, August 23. Worship on the 23™
will be followed by a Back to School Picnic and
the Blessing of the Backpacks.

There will be an area in the narthex for all the
donated supplies. Suggestions for supplies
include:

e Backpacks

e Glue sticks

e Erasers-Pink (big and small)

e Packages of Pencil Top Erasers

e Dry Erase Markers, Low Odor, Thick/Chisel

Tip, Black, 4 packs
e Permanent Markers — Black
e Pocket Folders — Two pockets
e Pocket Folders — Two Pockets (Blue, Red and

Yellow)

e Pencil boxes

e #2 Pencils-12 pak

e Crayons (24 countin a box)

e Colored pencils — 12 count (assorted colors)

e Highlighters - Yellow

e Spiral Notebooks Wide Ruled

e Spiral Notebooks Wide Ruled (Blue, Red and
Yellow)

e Composition Notebook Wide Ruled

e Loose leaf paper

e Pens, Blue or Black

e Rulers

e Scissors

e Post-it Notes - 3"X3”

e Canisters of Disinfecting Wipes

e Hand Sanitizer — Bottles

e Boxes of Kleenex

e PaperToweling

e Ziploc Sandwich Bags

WOMEN OF FAITH

Pizza on the Patio at Willow Springs on
Wednesday, August 5 at 6:00 p.m. Spouses and
friends are invited.

THRIVENT CHOICE

Directing Thrivent Choice Dollars to Faith recently
were Bob Duwe, Sharon Kleinschmidt, Gayle
Klotzbuecher, Bruce and Barbara Laatsch, Melissa
Porath, and Joyce Rush. Thank you for your support of
our mission and purpose here at Faith Lutheran
Church.

INSPIRED SINGLES

In place of the monthly meeting for August,
Inspired Singles will be attending the 10:00 a.m.
Outdoor Worship at St. John’s on Sunday August 9. To
carpool, meet in the parking lot at Faith at 9:20 a.m.
For more information, call Joy at 715-536-5195.

Other August activities include the Merrill City
Band Concert on Wednesday, August 5 at Normal
Park at 7:00 p.m. We will meet at the concession
stand at 6:45 p.m. Also the Living River Quartet on
Saturday, August 8 at 6:00 p.m. at Normal Park. We
will also meet at the concession stand at 5:30 p.m.

Memory Verse Challenge

Week of August 2, 2026

Ephesians 4:32

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Week of August 9, 2026

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our
Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and
good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and
establish them in every good work and word.

Week of August 16, 2026

Titus 3:4-6

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our
Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of works
done by us inrighteousness, but according to His own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Week of August 23, 2026

2John 6

This is love, that we walk according to His
commandments; this is the commandment, just as
you have heard from the beginning, so that you should
walk in it.

Week of August 30, 2026

2 Samuel 7:22

You are great, O Lord God. For there is none like You,
and there is no God besides You, according to all that
we have heard with our ears.




August 2026 Elder, Usher, Greeter, Scrip Schedule

Sunday, August 2 10:15 a.m.
Elders Lee Pfaff, Travis Klug
Ushers Leroy Laabs, Carol Hein
Greeter Carol Hein

Scrip Cindy Krenz

Audio Bonnie Grueneberg

Sunday, Auqust 9 10:00 a.m.
DUAL PARISH OUTDOOR SERVICE
at ST. JOHN’S

Sunday, Auqust 16 10:15 a.m.
Elders  Mike Bielke, Jeff Laabs
Ushers Brian and Lynn Klug
Greeter Brian Klug

Scrip Lynn Klug

Audio  Bonnie Grueneberg

Sunday, August 23 10:15 a.m.
Elders  Joe Heisinger, Kyle Young
Ushers Amanda Heisnger, Karen Pagel
Greeter Gene Pagel

Scrip Becky Rajek

Audio Bonnie Grueneberg

Sunday, August 30 10:15 a.m.
Elders Joe Heisinger, Travis Klug

Ushers Amanda Heisinger, Bernice Porath
Greeter Amanda Heisinger

Scrip Bernice Porath

Audio  Bonnie Grueneberg

Sunday, September 6 10:15 a.m.
Elders Joe Heisinger, Kyle Young
Ushers Amanda Heisinger, Carol Hein
Greeter Amanda Heisinger

Scrip Cindy Krenz

Audio  Bonnie Grueneberg

HOLY COMMUNION

Sunday, August 2 10:15 a.m.
Monday, August 3 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, August 16 10:15 a.m.
Monday, August 17 6:30 p.m

Sunday, September 6 10:15 a.m.
Monday, September 7 6:30 p.m.

Monday, Auqust 3 6:30 p.m.

Elders  Mark Porath, Kyle Young
Ushers Chris Stogbauer

Greeter Chris Stogbauer

Scrip Debbie Stogbauer

Audio Rodney Dahlke

Monday, August 10 6:30 p.m.

Elders Jason Westfall, Rodney Dahlke
Usher Ed Stiver

Greeter Ed Stiver

Scrip Cindy Braatz

Audio  Cindy Braatz

Monday, Auqust 17 6:30 p.m.

Elders Lee Pfaff, Mark Porath
Ushers Chris Stogbauer
Greeter Chris Stogbauer

Scrip Debbie Stogbauer
Audio Rodney Dahlke

Monday, Auqust 24 6:30 p.m.

Elders Jason Westfall, Rodney Dahlke
Ushers Ed Stiver

Greeter Ed Stiver

Scrip Debbie Stogbauer

Audio Lee Pfaff

Monday, Auqust 31 6:30 p.m.

Elders  Mike Bielke, Jeff Laabs
Ushers Chris Stogbauer
Greeter Chris Stogbauer

Scrip Debbie Stogbauer
Audio Cindy Braatz

Monday, September 7
LABOR DAY
No Monday Worship

ELDERS
Rodney Dahlke, chairman
Mike Beilke, secretary
Joe Heisinger,Travis Klug,
Jeff Laabs, Lee Pfaff,
Mark Porath, Jason Westfall,




* Augustl * August9 * August17
2 Samuel 23-24 1 Kings 19-20 2 Kings 17-18
Psalms 25:1-15 Psalms 31:1-8 Psalms 35:1-16
Proverbs 20:13-14 Proverbs 20:28-30 Proverbs 21:14-16
August 2 * August 10 * August18
1Kings 1-2 1 Kings 21-22 2 Kings 19-21
Psalms 25:16-22 Psalms 31:9-18 Psalms 35:17-28
Proverbs 20:15 Proverbs 21:1-2 Proverbs 21:17-18
August 3 * August1l * August19
1 Kings 3-5 2 Kings 1-3 2 Kings 22-23
Psalms 26:1-12 Psalms 31:19-24 Psalms 36:1-12
Proverbs 20:16-18 Proverbs 21:3 Proverbs 21:19-20
August 4 * August 12 August 20
1 Kings 6-7 2 Kings 4-5 2 Kings 24-25
Psalms 27:1-6 Psalms 32:1-11 Psalms 37:1-11
Proverbs 20:19 Proverbs 21:4 Proverbs 21:21-22
August 5 * August13 * August 2]l
1 Kings 8-9 2 Kings 6-8 1 Chronicles 1-2
Psalms 27.7-14 Psalms 33:1~11 Psalms 37:12-29
Proverbs 20:20-21 Proverbs 21:5-7 Proverbs 21:23-24
August 6 * August 14 * August 22
1 Kings 10-12 2 Kings 9-10 1 Chronicles 3-4
Psalms 28:1-9 Psalms 33:12-22 Psalms 37:30-40
Proverbs 20:22-23 Proverbs 21:8-10 Proverbs 21:25-26
August 7 ¢ August 15 * August 23
1 Kings 13-15 2 Kings 11-13 1 Chronicles 5-6
Psalms 29:1-11 Psalms 34:1-10 Psalms 38:1-22
Proverbs 20:24-25 Proverbs 21:11-12 Proverbs 21:27
August 8 * August16 * August 24
1Kings 16-18 2 Kings 14-16 1 Chronicles 7-9
Psalms 30:1-12 Psalms 34:11-22 Psalms 39:1-13
Proverbs 20:26-27 Proverbs 21:13 Proverbs 21:28-29

OF

* August 25

1 Chronicles 10-12
Psalms 40:1-10
Proverbs 22:1

* August 26

1 Chronicles 13-16
Psalms 40:11-17
Proverbs 22:2-4

* August27

1 Chronicles 17-19
Psalms 41:1-13
Proverbs 22:5-6

* August 28

1 Chronicles 20-23
Psalms 42:1-11
Proverbs 22:7

* August 29

1 Chronicles 24-26
Psalms 43:1-5
Proverbs 22:8-9

* August 30

1 Chronicles 27-29
Psalms 44:1-8
Proverbs 22:10-12

* August 31

2 Chronicles 1-4
Psalms 44:9-26
Proverbs 22:13




St. John’s Lutheran Church

134058 County Road L Athens, WI 54411 715-536-1810
Pastor Donald Love Pastor’s Office Hours  Elders Elder of the Month
Office Phone 715-536-5443 Mon. & Tues. Home Jeremy Fromm 715-574-2003 Bob Burish 715-573-7078
Home Phone 715-722-0540 Wednesday Faith Mike Schultz 715-539-0995  Setting the Lord’s Table

Cell Phone 1-715-350-3871

Thursday St. John's Don Gille 715-573-8197 Joy Free

Friday Off (Family Day) Mark Czech 715-409-9174
August 2026
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. Living
Worship with Inspired Singles River Quartet,
Holy Band Concert, Concert at
Communion Normal Park, Normal Park,
Merrill Merrill
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10:00 a.m. 6:30 p.m. DUAL
DUAL PARISH PARISH
OUTDOOR CONGREGSTION
WORSHIP MEETING at St.
John’s
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:30 a.m.
Worship with
Holy
Communion
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30 a.m.
Worship
30 31
8:30 a.m. Hope in the Park featuring music by Jeremy Camp
Worship Sunday, August 30 at Marathon Park, Wausau

No admission fee. Watch for details
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