
 

A Good Campfire and  

A Good Faith 

Summer in Wisconsin offers so many blessings! For instance, there is 

nothing like a good summer campfire. We can sit around it, sing songs, 

laugh, tell stories, roast all kinds of great food like hots dogs, marshmallows, s’mores, mountain 

(“pudgie”) pies and I know you can add so much more to the list.  Or we can just sit peacefully and 

watch the shimmering coals, the dancing flames, listening to the crackling of the fire and follow the 

sparks as they fly up to the glistening stars in the night sky.  

A good campfire is like a good Christian Faith. It is warming, soothing, and brings moments of peace 

and joy.  If you want to put out a fire faster, you spread out the coals and pieces of wood from each 

other. If you want a warmer, more comforting fire, you know that you must tend to the fire and keep the 

coals and other pieces of wood closer to each other. God in His comforting love calls us throughout the 

summer to make sure that we are not being spread out and separated from His Holy Word, His Holy 

Sacraments, and fellow believers in Jesus Christ.  God wants us to, no matter how far we travel, to stay 

close to worshiping with fellow believers and to His comforting and counseling preaching of His Holy 

Scriptures and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Holy Spirit tell us in Hebrews 10:23-25, “Let us hold 

unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is 

faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, 

as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

Make sure that you are singing, praying, hearing the Holy Bible, 

worshiping the Creator of Heaven and Earth, and the One Who 

carried and died on a tree to set you free from every sin, and who 

gives you the gift of Forgiveness, and a Heavenly Lght that will 

never go out. Indeed, we worship the One who provides summer 

for us. 

                                                                                                                          

In Christ, Pastor Love 
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From The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Stewardship Ministry  

More Than a Negative 
Even if you’ve never had to testify in court, a thousand TV shows have made you familiar with 
the question, “Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?” Why 
not just make people swear to tell the truth? Or make them promise not to lie? 
 
Any parent who has ever had to interrogate a child about a broken cookie jar or a scuffle over 
a toy knows the answer. There are plenty of ways to try to get out of trouble without technically 
lying. You tell just enough of the truth to skate on by.  
 
We often play the game of seeing how close we can get to sinning without technically going 
over the line.  
 
But in our heart of hearts we know that this is not what God intended when He gave us the 
commandments. He’s not giving us a merely negative rule and challenging us to just barely 
stay away from this or that. There is much more to each commandment than a prohibition. We 
shouldn’t just avoid murdering people — we should be of service to our neighbor. 
 
For each negative prohibition in the commandments there is a positive good that we are to 
cherish and protect. In the Eighth Commandment, that gift is the reputation of our neighbor and 
our relationship with him: 
 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies 
about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend 
him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 

 
Your relationship with your family members (who are your nearest neighbors), the other 
members of your congregation, your coworkers and your friends is one of the most precious 
gifts you have been given. You need to exercise good stewardship with this gift just as much 
as you need to exercise good stewardship with your life, resources, time and income. This is 
an especially fragile gift 
because it’s easy to ruin a 
relationship with slander and 
talking behind someone’s 
back.  
 
But speaking well of your 
neighbor in Christian love is 
absolutely free; it costs you 
nothing, yet it pays you great 
dividends. If you find this 
challenging at times, if you are 
tempted to speak ill of others, 
just remember that this other person is also a beloved child of God for whom your Lord Jesus 
suffered and died. Your Lord Jesus loves you both.  



 



 “A Walk With Jesus” 

Vacation Bible School  

June 10-12, 2024 

Check out the sign up sheets on the  
Scrip table in the back of church.  

Looking for willing volunteers for prep and set up food, get posters 
out, artistic work for decorations and backgrounds, teaching and 
helping in all age levels, registration for both children and adults. 

 

Needed for 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Queen or king size flat, solid color bed sheets would 
be appreciated. Also, large wicker or cloth baskets 

and large artificial green plants needed. All items 
will be returned after VBS. Please put your name 
on it. Items needed by June 2. Bring items to St. 

John’s or Faith. For more information or 
questions, contact Vicki Bartelt or Bonnie 

Grueneberg at Faith OR Kathy Sturm  or Joy 
Free at St. John’s  

 

VBS Registration Forms are available on 
the counter in the back of church. Online 

Registration for children and adults can be 
done at 

www.myvbs.org/churchoffice  
 

Adult Class for VBS will focus on 
“A Walk through Colossians and God’s Creation” 

 

http://www.myvbs.org/churchoffice


 
ST. JOHN’S ANNIVERSARIES 
June 10 Robert and Marilyn Seefeld 
  52 years 
June 16 Rolly and Marlene Koppa 

34 years                  
June 22 Matt and Karen Zastrow    
  22 years 
  Doug and Sarah White 
  50 years 
June 24 Nathan and Kristine Punke 

24 years 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAITH ANNIVERSARIES 
June 2 Loyd and Joan Kleinschmidt 

  73 years 

  Aaron and Raegan Zuelsdorff 

  23 years 

June 14 Peter and Marci Borchardt 

  21 years 

June 15 LeRoy and Sandra Laabs 

  61 years 

June 17 James and Phyllis Beilke 

  57 years 

June 19 Alex and Emily Klug 

  3 years 

June 23 Thomas and Patricia Porath 

  45 years 

 

ST. JOHN’S BIRTHDAYS 
June 7 Oliver Mootz 

  Tim Czech 

June 10 Carla Beams 

  Robert Seefeld 

June 15 Marlene Pruss 

June 16 Terry Wood 

  Eugene Stahel 

June 21 Dawn Faber 

 

FAITH BIRTHDAYS 
June 1 Lydia Goetsch 

  Robert Kufahl 

June 4 Bruce Laatsch 

  Beverly Baumann 

June 7 Sandra Laabs 

  Amy Westfall 

  Kira Zulliger  

LuAnn Ruhbusch 

June 8 Jean (Bauer) Witz 

June 9 Marissa Lentz 

June 11 Rev. William Ruhbusch 

  Mason Borchardt 

  Tammy Baumann 

June 14 Jeremy Zulliger 

  Bentley Campbell 

  Jenny July 

June 16 Barry Krenz 

June 18 Linda Seidler 

  Leea Bauer 

  Bruce Krenz 

June 19 Connie Stiver 

June 20 Lorraine Steckling 

June 21 Gloria Werner 

June 22 Steven Goetsch 

June 23 Aleksander Hein 

June 24 Michael Beilke 

  Mitchell Beilke 

June 26 Cindy Braatz 

 

A heartfelt thank you to 
everyone for the donations to 
the Haven House and Gospel 
TLC. All the items were greatly 

appreciated and needed. 



Faith Lutheran Church 
15425 South County Road K          Merrill, WI 54452 

Church e-mail: faithmerrillwi@gmail.com 
Pastor Donald Love   Pastor’s Office Hours  Church Office Hours  
Office Phone 715-536-5443  Mon. and Tues: Home  Tues. and Thurs. 9 a.m.-12 noon 
Home Phone 715-722-0540  Wednesday: Faith   Mon., Wed., and Fri. varies 
Cell Phone 1-815-922-0397  Thursday: St. John’s   Emergency Contacts 

Terry Seidler 715-536-9742 (home) 
715-203-5733 (cell) 

 
 
 
 
 

                                              June  2024  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2 CONFIRMATION 

10:15 a.m. 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 
11:15 a.m. Bible 
Class 

3  
6:30 p.m. 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 
7:30 p.m. Church 
Council 

4 
6:30 p.m. Women of 
Faith 
 

5  

 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  

10:15 a.m. 
Worship 
11:15 a.m. Bible 
Class 

10  
  

11  
 

12  7:00 p.m. Youth 

Group  

 
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
10:15 a.m. 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 
11:15 a.m. Bible 
Class 
 

17  

6:30 p.m. 
Worship with Holy 
Communion 

 
 

18  
 

19  

9:00 a.m. Youth Event – 
ACTION CITY 

  

 
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  

10:15 a.m. 
Worship  
11:15 a.m. Bible 
Class 
 

24  

6:30 p.m. Worship 

 
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29 Sleep in 

Heavenly 
Peace 

BUILD A BED 
 

30  

10:15 a.m. 
Worship  
11:15 a.m. Bible 
Class 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD JUNE SCHEDULE 

June 1 – June 3     Carol Hein and Sally Hannemann 

June 4 – June 17     Jeri Raddatz and Sandy Laabs 

June 18 – July 1     Phyllis Buch and Deb Stogbauer 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
DUAL PARISH MEETING 

Tuesday, August 13 at 6:30 p.m. at St. John’s 
POLKA SERVICE 

Sunday, September 29 at Faith 

Confirmation 
Sunday at Faith 

June 2 

“A Walk With Jesus” 

Vacation Bible School at Faith  

June 10-12, 2024 
 

PASTOR VACATION June 17 – July 1 

PASTOR VACATION June 17 – July 1 

PASTOR VACATION 
June 17 – July 1 

mailto:faithmerrillwi@gmail.com


June 2024 Elder, Usher, Greeter, Scrip Schedule

Sunday, June 2  10:15 a.m.   Monday, June 3   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Jason Westfall, Rodney Dahlke  Elders  Lee Pfaff, Jim Beilke 

Ushers Bob and Bernice Porath   Usher  Chris Stogbauer 

Greeter Bob Porath     Greeter Chris Stogbauer 

Scrip  Bernice Porath    Scrip  Debbie Stogbauer 

 

Sunday, June 9  10:15 a.m.   Monday, June 10   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Randy Braatz, Joe Heisinger   NO WORSHIP SERVICE 

Ushers Cindy Braatz, Amanda Heisinger       

Greeter Amanda Heisinger      

Scrip  Cindy Braatz       

     

Sunday, June 16  10:15 a.m.   Monday, June 17   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Mark Porath, Mike Beilke   Elders  Jason Westfall, Rodney Dahlke 

Ushers Brian and Lynn Klug    Usher  Chris Stogbauer 

Greeter Brian Klug     Greeter Chris Stogbauer 

Scrip  Lynn Klug     Scrip  Debbie Stogbauer 

 

Sunday, June 23  10:15 a.m.   Monday, June 24   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Lee Pfaff, Jim Beilke   Elders  Randy Braatz  

Ushers Keith Wendt, Leroy Laabs   Usher  Gene Mootz 

Greeter Sandy Laabs     Greeter Gene Mootz 

Scrip  Becky Rajek     Scrip  Cindy Braatz 

 

Sunday, June 30  10:15 a.m.   Monday, July 1   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Jason Westfall, Mark Porath  Elders  Mike Beilke, Rodney Dahlke 

Ushers Ivan Hein, Carol Hein   Usher  Chris Stogbauer 

Greeter Duane Grunenwald    Greeter LuAnn Kleinschmidt 

Scrip  Cindy Krenz     Scrip  Debbie Stogbauer 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Sunday, June 2  10:15 a.m. 

Monday, June 3   6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, June 16  10:15 a.m. 

Monday, June 17  6:30 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

 
  

ELDERS 

Rodney Dahlke, chairman 

Randy Braatz, secretary 

Jim Beilke, Joe Heisinger, Mike Beilke, 

Lee Pfaff, Mark Porath, Jason Westfall 

JUNE 10-12 
Vacation Bible School 

VIDEO SCHEDULE JUNE 

Sunday, June 2           Bonnie Grueneberg 

Monday, June 3           Bonnie Grueneberg 

Sunday, June 9           Bonnie Grueneberg 

Sunday, June 16         Bonnie Grueneberg 

Monday, June 17         Lee Pfaff 
Sunday, June 23         Bonnie, Evelyn Reinhardt 
Monday, June 24         Rodney Dahlke 

  
June 30         Bonnie Grueneberg 



St. John’s Lutheran Church 
134058 County Road L          Athens, WI 54411 

715-536-1810 
Church e-mail: stjohns486@gmail.com 

Pastor Donald Love  Pastor’s Office Hours Elders    Christian Day Care 
Office Phone 715-536-5443 Mon. & Tues. Home Bob Burish 715-573-7078  Patti Beilke 715-539-8120 
Home Phone 715-722-0540 Wednesday Faith  Mark Czech 715-409-9174  Elder of the Month 
Cell Phone 1-815-922-0397 Thursday St. John’s Don Gille 715-573-8197  Jeremy Fromm 715-574-2003 
E-mail      Friday Off (Family Day)     Setting the Lord’s Table  
church7663@sbcglobal.net        Marlene Koppa 

 June  2024  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  

8:30 a.m. 
Worship with 
Holy 
Communion 
9:30 a.m. Bible 
Class 
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  

 

6  

6:30 p.m. Mary 
Martha Guild 
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  

8:30 a.m. 
Worship  
9:30 a.m. Bible 
Class 

 
 

10  
 

11  

 

12  7:00 p.m. 
Youth Group 
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
8:30 a.m. 
Worship with 
Holy 
Communion 
9:30 a.m. Bible 
Class 
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  

9:00 a.m. Youth 
Event – ACTION 
CITY 

 
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  

8:30 a.m. 
Worship  
9:30 a.m. Bible 
Class 

 
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
Sleep in 
Heavenly 
Peace 
BUILD A BED 
 

30  

8:30 a.m. 
Worship  
9:30 a.m. Bible 
Class 
 

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
DUAL PARISH MEETING 

Tuesday, August 13 at 6:30 p.m. at St. John’s 
POLKA SERVICE 

Sunday, September 29 at Faith 

“A Walk With Jesus” 

Vacation Bible School at Faith  

June 10-12, 2024 
 

PASTOR VACATION June 17 – July 1 

PASTOR VACATION June 17 – July 1 

PASTOR VACATION 
June 17 – July 1 

mailto:stjohns486@gmail.com
mailto:7663@sbcglobal.net


2024 Church League Softball Schedule 
Questions and for more information, call Mark Porath  

  



Week of June 2, 2024   1 John 4:10                                                                                                                           

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 

he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation 

for our sins.                                                           

Week of June 9, 2024  Ephesians 5:1–2                                                                                                              

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God.                                                                            

Week of June 16, 2024   Colossians 3:23-24                                                                                                   

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and 

not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will 

receive the inheritance as your reward. You are 

serving the Lord Christ.                                             

Week of June 23, 2024  1 Thessalonians 5:16–18                                                                                         

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 

in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.                                              

Week of June 30, 2024  Matt. 6:33–34                

But seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you. 

 

In memory 

of KAREN 

(HINNER) 

RAJEK, a 

gift to the 

Parking Lot 

Fund from 

Ed and Connie Stiver 
 

 

In memory of CHARLOTTE MOOTZ, a gift to the Special 

Purpose Fund from family and friends 

In memory of CHARLOTTE MOOTZ, a gift to the Special 

Purpose Fund from Eugene Mootz 

In memory of LORRAINE RADDATZ, a gift to the Special 

Purpose Fund from family and friends 

 

In honor of 

DOROTHY 

JAEGER’S 

99th 

birthday, a 

gift to the Special Purpose Fund from Phyllis Buch 

In honor of DOROTHY JAEGER’S 99th birthday, a gift to 

the Special Purpose Fund from Gerhard and Sally 

Hannemann 

For the BUILD A BED PROJECT, a gift from Tim and 

Vickie Bartelt 

For the BUILD A BED PROJECT, a gift from Barry and 

Cindy Krenz 



Circuit 6 Family Tour 

Ark Encounter 

November 1-3, 2024 
 

Friday, November 1, 2024 

With an 8:00 a.m. departure from Faith - Merrill, we will have a full day of traveling.   Stopping for a lunch break on your own 

at the Belvidere Oasis and a dinner break on your own at Cracker Barrel before arriving at the Best Western – Batesville. 

This will be our home for the next two nights.  This evening you will have time to relax at the hotel and enjoy a swim in the 

pool.  

 

Saturday, November 2, 2024 

Rise and shine to a wonderful fresh, hot included breakfast this morning at the hotel.  Afterward we will be boarding the 

motorcoach for our trip to the Ark Encounter near Williamstown, KY.    

You will be amazed and inspired to think 

differently about the biblical account of Noah’s 

Ark.  The Ark Encounter is three exhibits in one 

– the Ark structure itself, the beautiful 

craftsmanship and the amazing fabricated 

teaching exhibits.  

 

 

 

When it’s time to 

grab a bite to eat 

you won’t have to go very far.  Your included lunch buffet is 

outside the Ark at Emzara’s Kitchen.  Sit with friends and family 

on the scenic deck and enjoy a variety of options from the buffet 

which includes specialty foods and diet-friendly choices. Many 

other activities are available at an additional cost which can be 

found on their 

website. How 

about a ride on 

a zipline? We 

will be making a dinner stop on our way back to our hotel for a good 

night’s rest after a day full of exercise.   

 

 



Sunday, November 3, 2024 

After enjoying your included breakfast this morning, it will be time to pack and load the motorcoach for our return trip 

home.  Our morning begins by attending either a contemporary or a traditional 8:30 a.m. church service at Cornerstone 

Lutheran Church in Carmel, IN. Following church, we will make a stop for lunch and a little fun at the Navy Pier in 

Chicago. A rest area break will be made enroute home 

with a tentative arrival time at Faith-Merrill will be 

around 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Trip Highlights Include:            
Ark Encounter 

                              Navy Pier 
~ 

Two Breakfasts 
One Lunch 

Lodging for Two Nights 
Motorcoach Transportation 

*Driver gratuity is not included 
~ 

Price per Person: 
 

Quad - $335.00   Triple - $350.00   Double - $390.00  Single - $505.00 
 

Youth ages 11 – 17       Quad - $320.00    Triple - $335.00     Double - $375.00 
Children ages 10 – 3    Quad - $280.00   Triple - $295.00 

 
 

Contact Jeremy Lee at 715-536-2477 to reserve your seat - $150.00 deposit is due within 10 days of making your 
reservation. Please pick up a reservation form at your church office and mail in along with your deposit. Final 
payment is due October 1st.  Checks should be made payable to Circuit 6 Youth and mailed to:    

Jeremy Lee  
W4837 Lincoln Drive 
Merrill, WI  54452 

 
For more detailed information about the Ark Encounter please check out this website.  

www.arkencounter.com 
 

 

 

 

http://www.arkencounter.com/


Circuit 6 

Ark Encounter Tour 

November 1-3, 2024 

 

Travelers Name: ________________________  Deposit is $150.00 per person 

Address: _______________________________  Final Payment Due: October 1st  

________________________________________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________ 

 

Rooming with:        Amount Sent In: ________________ 

_________________________________________     

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

**Please mark those 17 and younger 

 

 

 

 

 

Circuit 6 

Ark Encounter Tour 

November 1-3, 2024 

 

Travelers Name: ________________________  Deposit is $150.00 per person 

Address: _______________________________  Final Payment Due: October 1st 

________________________________________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________ 

 

Rooming with:        Amount Sent In: ________________ 

_________________________________________     

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

**Please mark those 17 and younger 
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