
“So if the Son sets you free,  

you will be free indeed!” John 8:36 

Have you ever visited the Statue of Liberty?  The Statue of Liberty is gift of 

France and the brilliant work of sculptor Frederic Auguste Bartholdi, the Lady symbolizes basic 

American values of liberty and an opportunity for all people. Everyday ordinary citizens in both the 

United States and France had contributed their pennies, nickels, and dimes in the 1880s to make the 

Statue of Liberty a reality. Again, in the 1980s many across America contributed to refurbish and 

repair the statue. The festivities of Liberty Weekend in 1986 properly crowned this renewal project 

and reaffirmed the American dream of liberty for all. The Lady continues as a beacon in the harbor for 

all to see. The Statue also reminds us of the High Cost of freedom for it stands for so many who 

stood together against evil and tyranny throughout the life of our nation. 

I was traveling through New York on the way to Israel and I caught only a glimpse of this 

beautiful Statue. It stood reminding me of the great blessing of freedoms and opportunity that we 

enjoy in America.  We must always be prepared in our hearts, minds, and souls to realize it might not 

always be that way.  Yet, we still thank God for what we have at this present moment. And may we all 

pray and strive to make that freedom endure for the next generation. 

Today there is considerable security around this beautiful 

monument of freedom because of possible terror attacks.  And at 

this time, with all the unrest within our country, some are worried that 

rioters may attack it.  

To greater and lasting degree, we can daily in our hearts look 

up and visit the Cross of Jesus Christ and be reminded that we are 

liberated from the tyranny of the fear of death. We can daily be 

reminded we are free from fear of death because of the forgiveness 

of all our sins. The Cross can be founded so deep in and stand so 

high in our hearts to remind us that Jesus Christ took our place and 

punishment for us. The Cross also reminds of us of the High Cost of 

our freedom for the forgiveness of our sins.  It cost God so deeply 

indeed, in every dimension of His Love. But in His Eternal Love, that 
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is His Almighty Love, He gave up His one and only Son. This 

Love is for all of us. This love is for you personally.  You can 

now rejoice because God forgives any honestly repentant 

sinner who relies on His Son for the forgiveness of His sins. 

You can be free and forgiven from anything that would chain 

or enslave your soul.  

In celebrating liberty and freedom, we realize this 

does not means that we can just do anything.  We are not 

free to do evil. The Holy Spirit says in Galatians 5:1, 13-14, 

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and 

do not submit again to a yoke of slavery… you were called to 

freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 

serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, works together for our eternal freedom. 

When one ponders this truth, it the greatest motivation to live and work together for the freedom and 

salvation of other souls. Like so many who worked together to gain and keep the freedom of our 

nation, God calls the church devoted to continually love and work together in tithing their time, talent 

and treasures for the work of Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

As the Statue of Liberty still holds high freedom’s light, we always hold high the Cross of Jesus 

Christ so that the Gospel light truly shines in our hearts, in our community, in our nation, and in the 

world.  Praise God for the gift freedom in our country we still enjoy at this particular time. However, 

praise God that no matter what the next years may bring we have freedom that cannot fade or fall. 

We have the much greater freedom and gift through Jesus Christ; the gift of everlasting freedom in 

Eternal Life! As Jesus says in John 8:36, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” 

Pastor Love

MEMORY VERSE 

CHALLENGE 
Week of June 30, 2024 

Matt. 6:33–34 

But seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Week of July 7, 2024 

Colossians 3:16–17 

Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly, 

teaching and admonishing 

one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms 

and hymns and spiritual 

songs, with thankfulness 

in your hearts to God. 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
 

 

 
 

Week of July 14, 2024 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 

longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 

And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave himself for me. 
 

 
 

Week of July 21, 2024 

Psalm 96:2 

Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his 

salvation from day to day. 
 

 

 
 

 

Week of July 28, 2024 

John 14:6 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me.



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 

The Rewards of Godliness 

It’s no secret that you can’t bribe your way into heaven. No amount of good works will impress God 
enough to open heaven’s door for their sake. “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23) and the person 
who “keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it” (James 2:10). Rather, salvation 
is “the free gift of God ... in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:23).  

So, your good works won’t earn you the reward of heaven. But does that mean that there are no 
rewards at all? Consider what the Small Catechism says in the “Close of the Commandments”: 
 

What does God say about all these commandments? 
He says, “I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments.” (Ex. 20:5–6) 
 

What does this mean? 
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we should fear His 
wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who 
keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do 
what He commands. (SC II) 

 
God promises to bless you in keeping His commandments. What might these blessings be? Well, 

consider what Paul says about keeping the Fourth Commandment: “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother’ (this is the first commandment with a promise), ‘that 
it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land’” (Eph. 6:1–3).  

And think about what your life would be like if you went around stealing (breaking the Seventh 
Commandment), telling lies about people (breaking the Eighth Commandment), and generally being cruel 
to those around you (breaking all the commandments!). That is obviously not a blessed way to live. In fact, 

you’d be miserable living that way.  
And Jesus says more about what is in 

store for those who make sacrifices for His sake: 
“Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, I say to you, in the 
new world, when the Son of Man will sit on His 
glorious throne, you who have followed Me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or children or lands, for My name’s sake, will 
receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal 
life’” (Matt. 19:28–29). 

So don’t grow impatient in doing good. 
Follow the Lord who has freely given you 
everlasting life.  

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


Faith Lutheran Church 
15425 South County Road K          Merrill, WI 54452 

Church e-mail: faithmerrillwi@gmail.com 
Pastor Donald Love   Pastor’s Office Hours  Church Office Hours  
Office Phone 715-536-5443  Mon. and Tues: Home  Tues. and Thurs. 9 a.m.-12 noon 
Home Phone 715-722-0540  Wednesday: Faith   Mon., Wed., and Fri. varies 
Cell Phone 1-815-922-0397  Thursday: St. John’s   Emergency Contacts 

Terry Seidler 715-536-9742 (home) 
715-203-5733 (cell) 

 
 
 

 

 

                                                 July  2024  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

6:30 p.m. Worship  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  

 

5  
 

6  
 

7  

10:15 a.m. Worship 
with Holy Communion 
11:15 Bible Study 
 

8  
6:30 p.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 

7:30 p.m. Elders’ 
Meeting 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
10:15 a.m. Worship  
11:15 Bible Study 
 

15  

6:30 p.m. Worship  
 

16  

6:00 p.m. Trustees’ 
Meeting 
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Campfire at St. 
John’s 
 

20  
 

21  
10:15 a.m. Worship 
with Holy Communion 
11:15 Bible Study 
12:15 p.m. 
Stewardship/Evanglism 
Meeting 
 

22  

6:30 p.m. Worship 
with Holy 
Communion 
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
10:15 a.m. Worship  
11:15 Semi-Annual 
Church Meeting 
 

29  

6:30 p.m. Worship  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 

ALTAR GUILD JULY SCHEDULE 

July 1     Phyllis Buch and Deb Stogbauer 

July 2 – July 15   Gene and Karen Pagel 

July 16 – July 29    Chris Pfaff and Phylli Beilke 
July 30 – August 12    Keith and Pat Wendt 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
DUAL PARISH OUTDOOR SERVICE 

Sunday, August 11 at 10:00 a.m. at St. John’s 
POLKA SERVICE 

Sunday, September 29 at 10:00 a.m.  at Faith 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
DUAL PARISH MEETING 

Tuesday, August 13 at 6:30 p.m. at St. 
John’s 

 

mailto:faithmerrillwi@gmail.com


ST. JOHN’S BIRTHDAYS 

July 3  Steve Emmerich 

July 7  Lisa Stack 

July 8  Doug White 

July 11 Scott Kleinschmidt 

July 12 Taylor Punke 

July 14 Matt Seliger 

July 15 Michael Schulz 

July 21 Grace Punke 
 

FAITH BIRTHDAYS 

July 1  Samantha Schade 
July 2  McKayla Dahlke 
July 4  Patricia Beilke 
July 5  Peggy Jennerman 
July 6  Scott Rajek 
July 7  Craig Pfaff 
July 8  Patricia Wendt 
July 9  Amy Wood 
July 10 Ben Seidler 
July 11 Gary Baumann 
  Judy Schlueter 
July 12 Sheila Klug 
July 14 Dale Janisch 
July 15 Stephanie Springborn 

Seth Wilke 
July 16 Lee Pfaff 
  Elvira Saeger 
July 19 Barbara Schade 

Mikalea Koebe 
July 20 Aaron Zuelsdorff 
  Jarrah Buch 
July 21 Anna Garvin 
  Gloria Werner 
July 23 Jeri Raddatz 
  Bradley Salzman 
  Phyllis A. Buch 
July 24 LuAnn Kleinschmidt 
July 27 Andrew Evenson 
  Kelvin Baumann 

FAITH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
July 3 
Nate and Sarah Blum          9 years 
July 5  
Walter and Deborah Leuenberger       54 years 
 
 

 

July 27 
Scott and Rebecca Rajek        33 years 
 

T-SHIRTS 

AVAILABLE 

Faith and St. 

John's have a new 

joint parish logo.  

 T-shirts have been 

printed with the logo They can be purchased 

Sundays at church.There is no charge for the t-

shirts but asking for a free will donation. 

 

Special Gift for 

SLEEP IN 

HEAVENLY 

PEACE – 

Build a Bed from Bonnie Grueneberg 

In memory of GERRI MAHN (Ed Stiver’s aunt), 

a gift to the Home Purpose Fund from Ed and 

Connie Stiver. 

PAYMENT IN FULL from Wisconsin Valley 

Lutheran High School. God has provided a 

buyer for the property and all paybacks of 

financial support have been made. Thank you to 

all who supported the Valley financially and with 

prayer. Many lives have been touched. 

 
If anyone has EYE GLASSES 

AND/OR CASES that are no 

longer used, there is a Lion’s 

Eye Glass Bucket in the coat 

room, All glasses and cases 

can be put in the bucket. Any 

questions, contact Beth  (715-574-0190) or 

Leon Bartlet (715-574-1161) of the Maine Lion’s 

Club 

July 

Birthdays  

& 
Anniversaries 



July 2024 Elder, Usher, Greeter, Scrip Schedule..    

Sunday, June 30  10:15 a.m.   Monday, July 1   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Jason Westfall, Mark Porath  Elders  Mike Beilke, Kyle Young 

Ushers Ivan Hein, Carol Hein   Usher  Chris Stogbauer 

Greeter Duane Grunenwald    Greeter LuAnn Kleinschmidt 

Scrip  Cindy Krenz     Scrip  Debbie Stogbauer 

 

Sunday, July 7  10:15 a.m.   Monday, July 8   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Rodney Dahlke, Lee Pfaff   Elders  Jim Beilke, Randy Braatz 

Ushers Bob and Bernice Porath   Ushers Cindy Braatz, Keith Wendt   

Greeter Bob Porath      Greeter Keith Wendt 

Scrip  Bernice Porath    Scrip  Cindy Braatz 

     

Sunday, July 14  10:15 a.m.   Monday, July 15   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Joe Heisinger, Jason Westfall  Elders  Mark Porath, Mike Beilke 

Usher  Amanda Heisinger    Usher  Gene Mootz 

Greeter Amanda Heisinger    Greeter Gene Mootz 

Scrip  Becky Rajek     Scrip  Debbie Stogbauer 

 

Sunday, July 21  10:15 a.m.   Monday, July 22   6:30 p.m. 

Elders  Kyle Young, Rodney Dahlke  Elders  Lee Pfaff, Jim Beilke  

Ushers Brian and Lynn Klug    Usher  Chris Stogbauer 

Greeter Brian Klug     Greeter Chris Stogbauer 

Scrip  Lynn Klug     Scrip  Debbie Stogbauer 

 

Sunday, July 28  10:15 a.m.   Monday, July 29   6:30 p.m. 

Ushers Jason Westfall, Mark Porat   Ushers Randy Braatz, Joe Heisinger 

Elders  Leroy Laabs, Keith Wendt   Elder  Amanda Heisinger 

Greeter Sandy Laabs     Greeter Amanda Heisinger 

Scrip  Cindy Krenz     Scrip  Cindy Braatz 

  

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Sunday, July 7  10:15 a.m. 

Monday, July 8   6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, July 21  10:15 a.m. 

Monday, July 22  6:30 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

ELDERS 

Rodney Dahlke, chairman 

Randy Braatz, secretary 

Jim Beilke, Joe Heisinger, Mike Beilke, 

Lee Pfaff, Mark Porath, 

 Jason Westfall. Kyle Young 

VIDEO SCHEDULE JULY  
 

Sunday, June 30                Bonnie  Monday, July 1                   Bonnie 

Sunday, July 7                    Bonnie  Monday, July 8                   Rod Dahlke 

Sunday, July 14                  Bonnie  Monday, July 15                 Lee Pfaff 
Sunday, July 21                  Bonnie  Monday, July 22                 Rod Dahlke 

Sunday, July 28                  Bonnie  Monday, July 29                 Lee  
 
 



 

Faith Lutheran Church Council 
Meeting Minutes Monday, 

June 3rd, 2024 
 
Present: Pastor Love, Terry Seidler (President), Mike Baumann (Vice-President), Lillie McCulloch (Secretary), Phyllis Buch 
(Evangelism), Rod Dahlke (Elders), Cheryl Dahlke (Education), Barry Krenz (Trustees)  
 
Vice-President, Mike Baumann called the meeting to order. Pastor opened with a prayer and devotion. Meeting minutes 
from April were reviewed. A motion for approval was made, seconded, and passed.  
 
President - Terry has been working with the boards to stay involved with what is going on and would like to sit in on each 
board’s meetings when time allows, to improve communications. A motion was made and passed for this to be allowed. 
 
 Trustees - The new air conditioner for the classroom region was installed last week by Stainless Specialists. The new 
tables are in use, old tables have been disposed of. A meeting was held with our insurance agent from Church Mutual, our 
new policy has better coverage for the expense. They are still waiting to hear if additional insurance coverage is needed for 
the stained glass windows. Bids have been collected from United Structures as well as Urban Construction for the proposed 
storage addition on the North side of the church. A second option would be to purchase an additional storage shed for the 
lawn mowing equipment and repurpose the existing shed. Additional future needs include repaving of the parking lot, church 
furnace system, office and classroom windows, wall paneling in classrooms, new copier, kitchen updates and outdoor sign 
replacement. It is planned to discuss and vote upon the storage situation at the annual church meeting.  
 
Elders - A candidate to fill the vacant elder position has been selected, Rodney is seeking a motion to approve special 
appointment of Kyle Young to join the Board of Elders. A motion was made and passed. It was discussed to move the 
pancake breakfast to Oct. 20th or Nov. 10th and there was agreement among the elders to move the date to October 20th. 
Extra effort to publish this date change will be important, consider selling tickets already at the polka service.  
 
Board of Education - VBS is next week, beginning to look ahead at Sunday School start dates.  
 
Stewardship/Evangelism - VBS is next week. Pack the Pews Sunday will be held in conjunction with the polka service on 
September 29th, consideration for a simple luncheon (such as chili) afterwards to be discussed.  
 
Pastor - Caleb Ney was confirmed June 2nd. Don Pankow (recently resigned elder) returned to his home congregation. Iron 
Sharpens Iron continues to go well and attendance is encouraged. VBS for both youth and adults next week. New member 
classes start the second week of September, planning for Thursday evenings at 6:30p, subject to change if needed. 
Discussion to address and update the prayer list as well.  
 
Treasurer - Balance reports for April and May were reviewed, the ending balance for May was $23,397.67.  
 
Old Business - No old business to discuss.  
 
New Business - Fill-in’s during pastor’s vacation include the following: Neely Owen on the 17th, Scott Holoubek on the 
23rd/24th, and Dwayne Lueck on the 30th and 1st. The next regular council meeting is scheduled for August 12, 2024 at 
7:30pm. There is a dual-parish meeting on August 13th.  
 
A motion for adjournment was made, seconded, and passed. The meeting closed with a prayer from Pastor Love.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Lillie McCulloch Council Secretary 



 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
134058 County Road L          Athens, WI 54411 

715-536-1810 
Church e-mail: stjohns486@gmail.com 

Pastor Donald Love  Pastor’s Office Hours Elders    Christian Day Care 
Office Phone 715-536-5443 Mon. & Tues. Home Bob Burish 715-573-7078  Patti Beilke 715-539-8120 
Home Phone 715-722-0540 Wednesday Faith  Jeremy Fromm 715-574-2003 Elder of the Month 
Cell Phone 1-815-922-0397 Thursday St. John’s Don Gille 715-573-8197  Mark Czech 715-409-9174 
E-mail      Friday Off (Family Day)     Setting the Lord’s Table  
church7663@sbcglobal.net        Diane Hinz 

 
 
 
 

 July  2024  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  

 

5  
 

6  
 

7  

8:30 a.m. 
Worship with 
Holy 
Communion 
 

8  
 

9  

6:00 p.m. Church 
Council Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Elders 
Meeting 
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
8:30 a.m. 
Worship  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  

Campfire at St. 
John’s 
 

20  
 

21  
8:30 a.m. 
Worship with 
Holy 
Communion 
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
8:30 a.m. 
Worship  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

DUAL PARISH OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
Sunday, August 11 at 10:00 a.m. at St. 

John’s 
POLKA SERVICE 

Sunday, September 29 at 10:00 a.m. at 
Faith 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
DUAL PARISH MEETING 

Tuesday, August 13 at 6:30 p.m. at St. 
John’s 

 

mailto:stjohns486@gmail.com
mailto:7663@sbcglobal.net


Circuit 6 Family Tour 

Ark Encounter 

November 1-3, 2024 

 
Trip Highlights Include:  

 Ark Encounter and Navy Pier 
Two Breakfasts, One Lunch 

Lodging for Two Nights  
Motorcoach Transportation 

*Driver gratuity is not included 
 
 

Price per Person: 
Quad - $335.00   Triple - $350.00   Double - $390.00  Single - $505.00 

Youth ages 11 – 17       Quad - $320.00    Triple - $335.00     Double - $375.00 
Children ages 10 – 3    Quad - $280.00   Triple - $295.00 

 
Contact Jeremy Lee at 715-536-2477 to reserve your seat - $150.00 deposit is due within 10 days of making your 
reservation. Please pick up a reservation form at your church office and mail in along with your deposit. Final 
payment is due October 1st.  Checks should be made payable to Circuit 6 Youth and mailed to:    

Jeremy Lee , W4837 Lincoln Drive, Merrill, WI  54452 

 
For more detailed information about the Ark Encounter please check out this website.  

www.arkencounter.com 

http://www.arkencounter.com/


 



 

VBS 2024   

A Walk with Jesus 
  



 

To the VBS team and all the volunteers, We take a 

moment to thank you for your time and energy 

and all the hard work and expertise! Thank  you for 

your amazing generosity and dedication to 

Vacation Bible School. Your support of Faith and 

St. John’s allows us to continue to fulfill our 

mission and serve one another and our community 

each year. This project is successful because of you. 

“Volunteers are human beings who reflect 

compassion, unselfish caring, patience and loving 

one another.” Thank you! 
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