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OPENING HYMN
“Chief of Sinners Though | Be” LSB #611

P] O Lord, open my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.

(P} Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our sal - va - tion.

Psalm 143 (read responsively)

P) 'Hear my prayer, O LORD;

give ear to my pleas for mercy!

In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
2Enter not into judgment with your servant,

for no one living is righteous before you.



P] 3For the enemy has pursued my soul;

he has crushed my life to the ground;

he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead.
“Therefore my spirit faints within me;

my heart within me is appalled.

) 51 remember the days of old;
| meditate on all that you have done;
| ponder the work of your hands.
6| stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.

P] “Answer me quickly, O LORD!
My spirit fails!
Hide not your face from me,
lest | be like those who go down to the pit.

8Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,
for in you | trust.
Make me know the way | should go,
for to you | lift up my soul.

P] °Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
| have fled to you for refuge!

19Teach me to do your will,
for you are my God!
Let your good Spirit lead me
on level ground!

P] "For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life!

In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
2And in your steadfast love you will cut off my
enemies,

and you will destroy all the adversaries of my
soul,

for | am your servant.

ANTIPHON
(P) Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.

RESPONSIVE HYMN “Create in Me” LSB #956

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P)

® >

“‘God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in
spiritand in truth.” (John 4:24) And, “He who conceals
his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and
renounces them finds mercy. (Proverbs 28:13)
Therefore, let us confess and renounce our sins with
a sincere heart and mind before the Lord, receiving
His Almighty, Divine, and Eternal forgiveness.

(A moment of silence
for personal confession and reflection.)

We confess:

God forgive me, a sinner. Most merciful God, we
confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only-
begotten Son, so that whosoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but shall have everlasting life. (John 3:16)
“‘Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not
count against him, and in whose spirit is no deceit.
(Based on Psalm 32:1, 2) By this, your confession, I,



by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto you, and
by the command and in the stead of the Lord Jesus
Christ, (John 20:22-23; Matthew 16:19 NIV) | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. “Be of good cheer, your
sins are forgiven you. (Matthew 9:2 KJV) Now, go and
live a life worthy of your calling in Christ Jesus, and
produce fruit in keeping with real repentance.
(Ephesians 4:1)

READING Exodus 14:5-31
(P) A reading from Exodus, chapter 14.
SWhen the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the
mind of Pharaoh and his servants was changed toward the
people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we
have let Israel go from serving us?” 8So he made ready his
chariot and took his army with him, “and took six hundred
chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with
officers over all of them. 8And the LORD hardened the heart of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel
while the people of Israel were going out defiantly. °The
Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots
and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them
encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.
®When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up
their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after
them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried
out to the LORD. ""They said to Moses, “Is it because there are
no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the
wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of
Egypt? '2ls not this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us
alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” '*And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand
firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for
you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall
never see again. “The LoRD will fight for you, and you have
only to be silent.”



5The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the
people of Israel to go forward. "SLift up your staff, and stretch
out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of
Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. ""And | will
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after
them, and | will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his
chariots, and his horsemen. '8And the Egyptians shall know
that | am the LORD, when | have gotten glory over Pharaoh,
his chariots, and his horsemen.”

®Then the angel of God who was going before the host of
Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud
moved from before them and stood behind them, °coming
between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there
was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without
one coming near the other all night.

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the
LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and
made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 2And
the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry
ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand
and on their left. 22The Egyptians pursued and went in after
them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his
chariots, and his horsemen. 2*And in the morning watch the
LoRD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the
Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic,
25clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And
the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the
LoRrD fights for them against the Egyptians.”

26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over
the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians,
upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 2’So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to
its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the
Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the
midst of the sea. ®The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 2°But
the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the



waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their
left.

30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. 3'Israel saw the great power that the LORD used
against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and
they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

READING 1 Corinthians 10:1-4
(P) A reading from First Corinthians, chapter 10.

'l want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate
the same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink.
For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and
the Rock was Christ.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

READING John 14:1-6
(P) A reading from John, chapter 14.

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were
not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for
you? 3And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also.
4And you know the way to where | am going.” *Thomas said
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can
we know the way?” 8Jesus said to him, “| am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.

®P] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



SERMON HYMN

“All Who Believe and Are Baptized” LSB #601
SERMON
OFFERING
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.
PRAYERS

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

(P} The grace of our Lord *}- Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Abide with Me” LSB #878

2026 Lenten Midweek Series

Set Iree: The Gospel in Exodus—

Lenten Midweek 6, March 25-26
The Good News of a God Who Sustains on Our Journey,
Exodus 16:1-18

Wednesday Lenten Meal at St. John’s at 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Services at St. John’s at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday Services at Faith at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.




